



DENBIGHSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

Minutes of the Denbigshire Local Access Forum held at the Coco Room Llandyrnog, Friday 25th June 2010 at 11.00am 

PRESENT

Chrissie Mays (CM), Kay Culhane (KC), Peter Scarll (PS), Chris Marshall (C M2) 

ALSO PRESENT

Adrian Walls (DCC Rights of Way Officer and Secretary to the Forum) (AW), Howard Sutcliffe (AONB and Countryside Officer) (HS) Tania Evans (Countryside Access Officer) (TE), Paul Owen (Countryside Access Officer) (PO), Natalie Hughes (Work Experience) Toni Proffitt (Coastal Access Officer) (TP). 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Ron Williams, Simon Miller, Hugh Crosswood, Antoni Vitti, Merfyn Parry. 


2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
AW, The Forum Secretary welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave an update into the reappointment of the Forum. The Local Access Forum had not met until now was unfortunate but was due in part to increased work load for Public Enquiries. From the adverts and the letters sent out, 8 applications were received but now we have received two more to bring in the membership of the forum to 10. The appointment of the chair for the forum will be deferred until the 2nd Meeting. The Forum still requires further members from the farming sector with only 2 of the 10.

Sadly Ken Bellis a previous LAF member has died, and John Hughes the Chair is unable to commit to the Forum for health reasons. Due to increasing Welsh Assembly Government Equality Regulations a young person and a disabled person should be invited onto the Forum to ensure all aspect of access are covered. 

Introductions were given by each person around the table. 

AW- Rights of Way Manager his task is to keep all Highways free from obstructions, Manage the Definitive Map Improve the network for users. 
TE- Part of the Rights of Way Unit, processes Definitive Map Orders/ Modification Orders

HS- Denbighshire Countryside Warden Services, the AONB and proposed extension, and developing and maintain enhanced network of the hierarchies of recreational routes as well as Managing walking to way to health in Denbighshire and Flintshire. 
KC- Previous member of DLAF, involved with CCW for the Berwyn Pilot Project. A good knowledge of Denbighshire ROW via foot, involved with a walking holiday business in the south of Denbighshire. A keen road cyclist and has a knowledge of disabled issues. 
PS- Previous member of DLAF, a keen walker in Denbighshire and Flintshire an active member of Dyserth Field Group organising walks, previous Treasurer/ President and is involved with Prestatyn Walking Festival. 

CM2- Previous member of DLAF, a retired Chemist also has A sound access knowledge of routes in Denbighshire through walking and cycling routes on recreationally and competition. Would like to see what is on maps is reflected on the ground. 

C Mays- New member to the DLAF, A keen horse rider and the Voluntary BHS Denbighshire Access and Rights of Way Officer. She is also is the Riding and Road Safety Officer for the Flint and Denbigh Pony Club, and has a good knowledge of bridleways on the Clwydians and would like to see improvements. 
There is potential to merge Denbighshire’s Local Access Forum with Conwy East Local Access Forum next year due to the reappointment of the Conwy Access Forum. HS explained that the DLAF nominate a rep to the Clwydian Range Joint Advisory Committee. KC would still like to remain the DLAF member.

HS is also a member of the Flintshire Local Access Forum due to the AONB covering Denbighshire and Flintshire. 
The Chair and a Vice Chair will be chosen via a Ballot at the second meeting. If anyone would like to put themselves forward please do so before the next meeting. 
2. 
SITE VISIT TO LLWYBR TYRNOG 
A walk along the Llwybr Tyrnog was taken showing the improvements of the route as part of the Community Miles Project. A joint funded project by the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) and Rural Development Fund- Cadwyn Clwyd. 

Some stiles have been replaced with gates to improve least restrictive access. The community were heavily involved with the development of the route and the leaflet that compliments the route. Local information was placed on the leaflet to help the economic development in the area. Llandyrnog is fortunate to have small businesses such as a Post Office, Butchers, and three pubs. 

3. BREAK FOR LUNCH 

   The meeting was joined by Edwina Hart (EH), Edwina was a previous member of the DLAF, Edwina lives in the south of the County is a keen horse rider and carriage driving.
4.       MAINTENANCE UPDATE 

PO the Countryside Access Officer joined the meeting and gave a maintenance report of the recent projects. The forum members were pleased with the improvements to the network. From the Performance Indicator Survey showed that 64% of the network was useable the highest of all Local Authorities in North Wales. E Hart was pleased that the routes improved were for horse riders. 
3 RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN UPDATE (ROWIP)
AW explained to the group that it was statutory for the Local Authorities to produce a Statement but it was non statutory to deliver the projects. The report enabled DCC to prioritise projects and to manage the maintenance of rights of way. 

Examples of projects through the ROWIP include:
1. Community Miles- Llwybr Tyrnog is the pilot project. C Mays questioned if a horse riding route would be possible, A Walls commented that if a village or a community with a lot bridleways then this would be possible.  

2. Moel Famau Bridleway/ Berwyn Access- Improving access for horse riders and cyclists.

3. Corwen/ Bala link- a future strategic tourism project using the disused railway. A project linking Denbighshire/ Conwy/ Gwynedd County Councils under the Regional Transport Plan.
4. Least Restrictive Access Bridge at Loggerheads, steps has been replaced with a ramp to allow pushchairs and wheel chairs to follow a circular around Loggerheads. 

5. Moor to Shore ROWIP funding as been used to contribute to the Bus Service running from the Brenig to Corwen. 

6. A Boardwalk at Denbigh as part of Mount Wood the Community Woodland.

50 extra sign posts have been replaced in Denbighshire 90% of ROW are sign posted. Byways are to be signposted to show users where they can use and if it isn’t signposted then it is not a ROW. 

From this mornings site visit to the Llwybr Tyrnog it was clear that vegetation maintenance is an issue. E Hart suggested Tidy Towns could be involved with the maintenance of ROW, H Sutcliffe suggested giving a small maintenance budget to the community over 5 years for example and that would be used I their own areas. Denbigh Town Council pays for a strimming contract on some of their paths. Different Communities are interested in ROW and others are not so. 

5      COASTAL ACCESS PRESENTATION 
       T Proffitt gave a presentation on Denbighshire’s Coastal Access with the opening of the path on 1st July 2010. 2 years ahead of the official opening in 2012 of the whole path. Improvements in Denbighshire include Boardwalk and Viewing Platform at Horton's Nose, Boardwalk improvements at Barkby Beach and Gronant Dunes. As part of the Coastal Access Project the bridleway at Presthaven is to be extended to allow Horse Riders access to the beach. There are issues with horsebox parking as currently there is nowhere to park.


E Hart was concerned about parking but also the education of horse riders on the beach as there are a lot safety issues not only with the tide but also small children and families. A paper to be written with regards Horses on the Beach to be completed for the next meeting (action T Proffitt) 
6      GLASTIR 

TP circulated The Glastir Paper was circulated, before the meeting, maps were showed at the meeting, the Forum Members were asked to comment on the permissive routes shown on the maps and if they are worth keeping for the new Agri- environmental scheme Glastir from the old Tir Gofal scheme. Comments to be sent to T Proffitt by 9th July 2010. ( Action all members) 
7      FUTURE ACCESS PROJECTS IN DENBIGHSHIRE 
        Future Access projects in Denbighshire include:

1. Cycling Centre for Excellence- to enhance cycling and horse riding opportunities in the south of the County, funding to be confirmed. 

2. Offa's Country – to join the four protected landscapes to work together to improve public transport links, circular walks and tourism around the Offa's Dyke Path. 
3. Communities and Nature- 45% CCW/EU funding for projects. 
3.1 The Dee Valley Way, improving Car Parks at strategic places. 
3.2 Improving rights of way links in the north of the county through Strategic Regeneration Area. 
3.3  North Wales Improvements to Country Parks

8      FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS FOR LAF

Members were asked if they would like to add any items to the next agenda to contact T Proffitt. (Action all Members) 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

TP reported the previous LAF Chairman J Hughes had been invited to a stakeholder event  for the development of the Clocaenog Forest Wind Farm on Tuesday 6th July 2010, a few of the members were a already attending so it was felt unnecessary to put a member forward. As he wouldn’t be attending other members were offered the opportunity to go.
10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
        The next meeting will be 22nd October 2010 Café Cymru (old Offa's Dyke   Centre), Prestatyn 

Meeting closed at 3:35pm 

